


The 30th Annual Great Chesapeake Bay 
Schooner Race 

The GCBSR is very pleased to welcome the schooners back for the race this year! Some of these 

schooners have competed nearly every year since the race was founded, some, like Windfall II we 

welcome back after long absence, and others like Moonbeam, and True Love, join us this year for 

the very first time! Some are nearly new, others are over 100 years old; some are made of modern 

fiberglass construction other are traditional wooden plank-on-frame construction. Some race down 

the Bay and others race in spirit only. What they all have in common is an appreciation for the 

Chesapeake Bay, a love of traditional sailing vessels, and a strong sense of camaraderie. We hope 

that you will help us to continue our mission to promote the maritime heritage of the bay and her 

natural resources.  

 

A J MEERWALD 
Homeport: Bivalve, NJ 
Sparred Length: 115ft 
Captain: Johann Steinke 

A J Meerwald is a Delaware Bay oyster schooner, a 
distinct vessel that evolved to meet the needs of the local 
oyster fishery. Launched in 1928, she was built of ‘oak on 
oak’ and designed to be a gaff-rigged oyster dredge. She 
was one of the hundreds of schooners built along South 
Jersey’s Delaware Bayshore before the decline of the 
shipbuilding industry that coincided with the Great 
Depression. During WWII she was outfitted as a fireboat 
(with most of her sailing rig being removed) serving our 
country by protecting the waterfront of Philadelphia and 
Camden. After the war she returned to oystering and 
when disease nearly wiped out the oyster industry she 
became a clam dredge working in the Atlantic Ocean. 
She was donated to the Bayshore Discovery Project in 
1988, where she was rebuilt and started her new career 
taking thousands of students and the public out for 
educational programs under sail and is New Jersey’s 
official tall ship. 

 

ADVENTURE 
Homeport: Shady Side, MD 
Sparred Length: 41.5ft 
Captains: Dick & Leigh Woodley 
 
 
Adventure is a steel gaff-rigged topsail schooner 

designed by Dudley Dix as one of the Hout Bay class 

boats. She was built in 1988 by Brian Alcock, and is 

owned by Dick and Leigh Woodling. While Adventure’s 

home port is Shady Side, MD, Dick and Leigh moved 

aboard in October 2014 and have been cruising up and 

down the east coast ever since. 



 

ADVENTURER (56) 
Homeport: Annapolis, MD 
Sparred Length: 56ft 
Captain: Duncan Hood 
 
Adventurer is a 1984 Cherubini fore-and-aft rigged 

staysail schooner owned by Captain Art Birney and 

Duncan Hood, members of the GCBSR board of 

directors. Art has spent most of his life on sailboats of 

one kind or another, and this is truly Art's baby. She can 

carry up to six different sails as rigged, although she 

normally carries three when day sailing. 

 

The crew of Adventurer is honored to be part of this 

wonderful race and tribute to our sailing heritage. When 

not chasing down the Bay, Adventurer sails out of Port 

Annapolis Marina in Annapolis, MD. Fair winds to you all. 

 

APELLA 
Homeport: Wilmington, DE 
Sparred Length: 54 
Captain: Daniel Hall 
 
Apella is a 1998 Shearwater 45 staysail schooner 

designed by Dudley Dix and built in Capetown, SA. She's 

captained by Dan Hall, who was born, bred and taught to 

sail by his father in Iowa, the sailing capitol of the 

Midwest, and will be crewed by friends from the Ithica, 

NY area.  

 

 
BONNY ROVER     (not racing this year) 
Homeport: Norfolk, VA 
Sparred Length: 64ft 
Captain: Mark & Ray Haywood 
 
Bonny Rover is a ferro-cement update of a design of an 

eighteenth-century revenue cutter. The design was also 

used for cargo vessels. Originally her designer/builder’s 

primary residence, she is a part-time home for Ray and 

Mark, her second owners. They have completely rebuilt 

her and added quite a few personal touches that one 

might not expect to see on a boat. She is a frequent 

participant in Hampton Roads nautical events, often with 

a crew of kilted bagpipers and drummers. Bonny Rover 

took first place in 1990 and 1991. 



 

CELEBRATION     (not racing this year) 
Homeport: Middle River, MD 
Sparred Length: 39.5ft 
Captain: Paul Schaub 
 
Celebration is hull number 17 in the Ted Brewer-designed 

Lazy Jack 32 series of fiberglass production schooners. 

Built in 1977 by the Ted Hermann Boat Shop in Long 

Island, NY, she was originally sold to John Kendall in 

Media, Pennsylvania, as a sail-away kit boat. In the 

GCBSR she took third in her class in 1999, placed third in 

2002 in a fleet of 15 that endured high winds for 12 hours, 

and in 2004 she placed third. She changed hands in 

2007, but is still located on the Chesapeake Bay. Her 

current owner, Paul Schaub, is a long-time volunteer for 

the race. 

 

DELPHINUS     (not racing this year) 
Homeport: Port Monmouth, NJ 
Sparred Length: 26ft 
Captain: Henry Cohen & Lynn Colgan Cohen 
 
Delphinus is a Lazy Jack 32 schooner named for the 

dolphin constellation. She was designed by Ted Brewer 

and built from a bare hull by her original owner, the late 

Captain Donald Launer of Forked Fiver, NJ. Don was a 

well-known sailing enthusiast and author, and a regular 

contributor to Good Old Boat Magazine. In addition to 

building Delphinus' mahogany cabin interior, he also 

carved the dolphin figurehead and stern. Delphinus' 

current owners, Henry Cohen and his wife Lynn Colgan 

Cohen brought her down the coast from New Jersey in 

2016 and keep docked on Sue Creek near Middle River. 

They sail her on the Chesapeake now with the help of 

their Schipperke, Jack. 

 

FAREWELL 
Homeport: Baltimore, MD 
Sparred Length: 47ft 
Captain: Linda Gunn 
 
Peter Van Dyne traded Farewell’s design with her builder 

in return for guitar lessons. Andy Merrill built her in his 

backyard in Annapolis, launched her in 1972, and lived 

aboard 10 years. Then his son chartered her out of St. 

Michaels and raced her in local events, never placing less 

than second. In 1994 she was purchased by Gale 

Browning who had Class C firsts in 1994, 1995 and 1996. 

In 1998, her corrected time at Thimble Shoal was a 

record for the Windmill fleet. Her current owner, Captain 

Linda Gunn, took a first in 2000; second in 2001, 2004, 

2006, 2007 and 2012; and third in 2011. 

 



 

FLOWER OF CAITHNESS  
Homeport: Caithness, Scotland 
Sparred Length: 54ft 
Captain: Tom & Katie Guy 
 
Flower of Caithness is a Murray Peterson 'Coaster III' 

schooner designed in 1932. She was built in Caithness, 

Scotland by Peter Matheson and his team and launched 

in 1997. She is traditionally constructed of larch planking 

on oak frames, copper and bronze fastened throughout. 

Built as a sail training vessel, she completed the 1999 

Tall Ships Race and has spent most of her time sailing 

around the Western Isles of Scotland. She was acquired 

by her present owners Tom and Katie Guy in 2014 and 

has since spent her time around the south coast of 

England and northern France. She is just starting her 

latest adventure exploring the Chesapeake and Eastern 

Seaboard over the next couple of years based out of 

Norfolk. 

 

 

LADY MARYLAND  
Homeport: Baltimore, MD 
Sparred Length: 104ft 
Captain: Tim Frush 
 
Lady Maryland, a 104-foot replica of a Chesapeake Bay 

Pungy schooner, was designed by Thomas Gilmer and 

built in Baltimore by Peter Boudreau in 1986. Pungy 

schooners sailed the Bay in the 1800s and were famous 

for their speed with perishable cargo. Lady Maryland is 

painted in the traditional pink and green of the Pungy 

schooners. She is part of the Living Classrooms 

Foundation and offers educational programs for more 

than 7000 students each year. She won Class AA in 

1997, 1999, 2002 and 2009; came in second in 2008; and 

third in 2006 and 2007. 

 

LIBERTATE 
Homeport: Annapolis, MD 
Sparred Length: 54ft 
Captain: Peter Carroll 
 
Libertate will be racing in her twelfth GCBSR this year. 

She is a Gazelle, designed by Tom Colvin and built by 

James “Fred” McConnell in Parry Sound, Ontario, in 

1980. She has a steel hull and is “junk-rigged,” but has a 

Marconi jib. After the death of her original owner, she did 

not sail for almost 20 years. Peter acquired her thirteen 

years ago, and says that he is “still discovering more 

things about her that deepen [his] love affair with her.” 

The rig was recently redesigned by his son and first-

mate, Paul Carroll, using a novel "cambered panel" 

approach in an attempt to get her to point better. She 

took third in class C in 2007, third in class B in 2017, and 

a first in class B in 2018! When not racing, Libertate 

makes her home in the Tidal Basin at the Pax River NAS. 



 

LIBERTÉ 
Homeport: Annapolis, MD 
Sparred Length: 45ft 
Captain: Chris & Jane Tietje 
 
Liberté, a three-masted staysail schooner with 1750-

square-feet of sail, is 74 feet long and has an 18.5-foot 

beam. She was custom built to Chris and Jane’s 

specifications to serve as an excursion schooner, offering 

educational and historic presentations, sunset cruises, 

theme parties, and other functions for up to 49 guests. 

Her crew is knowledgeable about the area’s environment, 

and her cargo is the history, lore and traditions of the era. 

 

LIBERTY CLIPPER  
Homeport: Boston, MA 
Sparred Length: 125ft 
Captain: Andy Huntoon 
 
Designed by Charles Witholtz and built of steel by Blount 

Marine Corporation of Warren, Rhode Island, Liberty 

Clipper is a gaff-rigged replica of the renowned Baltimore 

Clippers – made famous over a century ago for their 

speedy and safe rounding of Cape Horn on expeditions to 

the California Gold Rush. Completed in 1983, this 125-

foot schooner is licensed to carry 115 passengers, which 

she does in Boston in the summer. She offers overnight 

windjammer cruises in the Bahamas in the winter from 

Nassau. She features a state of the art galley, modern 

accommodations for 28 guests and is the 2005 class AA 

champion. 

 

 
LION of BALTIMORE   (not racing this year) 
Homeport: Baltimore, MD 
Sparred Length: 12.5ft 
Captain: Steven Lampredi 
 
"LION of Baltimore" is a quarter-scale model of a 

Chesapeake Bay pilot boat schooner. Anecdotal history 

indicates that she was built by Peter Van Dine, was a 

prototype for the original PRIDE OF BALTIMORE, and 

was shown at the Annapolis Boat Show and other venues 

prior to 1977. Restoration is expected to be complete 

enough this year to launch for the first time! LION will be 

participating, but not racing. The original LION of 

Baltimore was burned by British Naval forces in 1814 at 

Hancock’s Resolution on Bodkin Creek in Anne Arundel 

County. 



 

MISTRESS (77)  
Homeport: Key West, FL 
Sparred Length: 77ft 
Captain: Glenn McCormick 
 
Mistress, built in 1930, was designed by Sherman Hoyt 

and built for and raced by George Roosevelt, Teddy’s 

nephew. She participated in numerous Bermuda/Newport 

Races and the Fastnet Race in England. Upon 

Roosevelt’s death in the mid-60s, Mistress went to the 

New York Maritime Academy, then through a succession 

of owners. In 1987, Chris and Glenn McCormick bought 

her and began a complete 20-year restoration. Since 

then, she has traveled from Key West to Maine and 

participated in the Classic Yacht Regatta in Antigua, in 

addition to eight previous Great Chesapeake Bay 

Schooner Races. 

 

Moonbeam 
Homeport:  
Sparred Length: 50ft 
Captain: Mike Ritenour 
 
Moonbeam is hull number one of two, Dudley Dix 

designed, Shearwater 45 Staysail Schooners. She was 

built to the highest marine standards in Capetown, South 

Africa in 1998. Bred for the Southern Ocean, these 

Shearwater schooners are very capable long range 

cruisers. 

Moonbeam hails from Rochester, NY and is cruised 

extensively by her owners, Sue Robb and Mike Ritenour. 

This year marks her first time racing in the GCBSR. She 

is the sistership to Apella. and the yacht’s designer is 

offering a special award for whichever of the two boats 

wins. 

 

NORFOLK REBEL  
Homeport: Norfolk, VA 
Sparred Length: 59ft 
Captain: Steve Briggs 
 
The Tugantine Norfolk Rebel is a 59-foot steel sail-

assisted workboat with a removable bowsprit designed 

for towing and salvage. Built by Howdy Bailey Yacht 

Services and designed by Merritt Walter, her design was 

commissioned to use wind power. She sometimes works 

as an escort to tall ships, and participated in OpSail 2000 

Festivities. In 1984 she circumnavigated Virginia and was 

featured at the New Orleans World’s Fair. Her first 

captain, Lane Briggs, the founder of the Great 

Chesapeake Bay Schooner Race, passed away in 

September 2005. Capt. Briggs worked tirelessly to 

promote this race while encouraging sail training and 

promoting the Harbor of Hospitality, Norfolk, VA. Today, 

his sons Steve and Jesse are carrying on with this 

tradition. 



 

NORTH WIND  
Homeport: Gloucester City, NJ 
Sparred Length: 75ft 
Captain: Mitchell Brodkin 
 
The North Wind schooner is a Treworgy 75-foot steel 

schooner, built in 1996 and operated by Gloucester City 

Sail, Inc, a NJ nonprofit organization. The North Wind's 

primary purpose is to offer area youth with maritime 

learning opportunities. The North Wind servers as a 

school-ship, allowing students from local schools and 

organization to have the opportunity to learn about the 

maritime work, presenting them a pathway for future 

educational and job opportunities. This program is funded 

by public and charter sails out of our homeport. The North 

Wind schooner is the flagship for Gloucester City, NJ, 

located across the Delaware River from Philadelphia. 

More information is available 

at http://www.northwindsail.org.  

 

ONDINE     (not racing this year) 
Homeport: New Smyrna Beach, FL 
Sparred Length: 50t 
Captain: Nancy Greene 
 
Ondine joins the small fleet of Colvin Gazelle schooners 

that race in the GCBSR. This was to be her first year 

participating, but sadly her engine blew up just weeks 

before the race sidelining her until next year. 

 
 

 
 
 

PRIDE OF BALTIMORE II  
Homeport: Baltimore, MD 
Length on Deck: 95ft 
Captain: Jan Miles 
 
A replica of the swift sailing Baltimore Clippers, Pride of 

Baltimore II was designed by Thomas Gilmer and built by 

Peter Boudreau as a successor to the Pride of Baltimore, 

which sank in a freak squall north of Puerto Rico in 1986. 

During the War of 1812, hundreds of Clippers ran 

blockades, preyed on enemy ships and greatly disrupted 

British commerce. Chasseur, the largest and fastest 

clipper, earned the nickname “Pride of Baltimore” 

following a daring voyage to England. Today Pride of 

Baltimore II sails world-wide promoting U.S. and maritime 

history and serves as a unique learning platform for math, 

science and social studies programs.  

http://www.northwindsail.org/


 

SALLY B 
Homeport: Galesville, MD 
Sparred Length: 60ft 
Captain: Daniel MacLeod 
 
This 65-foot steel J. Murray Watts-design built in Norfolk 

by Spivey in 1970. Like Johnny Cash's car, Sally B was 

built over a long period of time. Dan has owned the boat 

for the last 30 years and lives aboard her. Sally B has 

been used to cruise to the Bahamas and Florida several 

times over the years. In 1999 Sally B placed fourth in her 

class, second in 2001, and third in 2003 and 2004. 

However, Sally B actually won class B in 2004 but did not 

receive an award due to a transcription error. Her owner 

accepted this graciously, and we thank him for that. In 

2008, Sally B officially finished first in her class, then 

came in third in 2009. . 

 

SEA HAWK  
Homeport: Portsmouth, VA 
Sparred Length: 56.5ft 
Captain: Steve Nelson 
 
Sea Hawk, is a Thomas Colvin Gazelle 42. Colvin had a 

yard in Mobjack Bay on the East River. He designed and 

built his ideal blue-water cruiser and with shoal draft, its 

perfect for the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries. Sea 

Hawk was built in 1986 in Saint Augustine Fl. from 

Colvin's plans by Barns Ship Yard. Laura and Steve 

Nelson are the proud new owners. She was formerly 

called Irena and is a New England boat purchased from 

Capt. George Wall from Old Saybrook Ct. 

 

SHANTY 
Homeport: Norfolk, VA 
Sparred Length: 50ft 
Captain: Scott Rogers 
 
Shanty is a steel 50-foot Merritt Walters Merry Rover 

design, was launched in 1995 in Panama City, Florida, by 

John Vinning. Purchased in 2002 by Scott Rogers, she 

was brought to Norfolk, Virginia, still her home port. 

Shanty has participated in the Great Chesapeake Bay 

Schooner Race since 2005. 



 

SULTANA  
Homeport: Chestertown, MD 
Sparred Length: 97ft 
Captain: Michael Fiorentino 
 
A replica of a Marblehead topsail schooner, Sultana was 

originally designed and built in 1767 to be used by the 

British Royal Navy to enforce the notorious tea taxes in 

the years preceding the American Revolution. Designed 

by Benford Design Group and built by John Swain in 

Chestertown of white oak and framed with osage orange, 

she relaunched in the spring of 2001. More than 8000 

students of all ages take part annually in an educational 

experience encompassing sailing the Chesapeake and 

exploring the life of an 18th-century sailor during 

classroom outreach programs. 

 

SUMMER WIND     (not racing this year) 
Homeport: Baltimore, MD 
Sparred Length: 48 
Captain: Tom Kirwan 
 
The Summer Wind is a 48' steel-hulled Colvin Gazelle 
owned and operated by American Sailing Tours in 
Baltimore. The Summer Wind sails up to 5 times each 
day, doing 90-minute sailing tours in Baltimore Harbor, as 
well as private charters on the Chesapeake Bay. With lots 
of great music and some history you won't learn 
anywhere else, the Summer Wind is the only daily sailing 
tour in Baltimore. Our Sunset Sail was named the #1 
Most Romantic Thing To Do in the city. Our Intern 
Program is a great way to learn about sailing because we 
sail a lot! The Summer Wind is a member of the American 
Schooner Association and Tall Ships America. Captain 
Tom Kirwan is also a volunteer crew with the Tall Ship 
Kalmar Nyckel. For more information, see our website at 
AmericanSailingTours.com or listen to our music at 
SummerWindRadio.com. 

 

TRUE LOVE  
Homeport: Watkins Glen, NY 
Sparred Length: 67ft 
Captain: Joshua C. Navone 
 
True Love is a 1926 John G. Alden designed Malabar VII 

Wooden Schooner that was built in Wiscasset Maine at 

the Pendelton Brothers Shipyard. She was featured in the 

1956 movie "High Society" with Bing Crosby, Grace Kelly, 

Frank Sinatra and Louis Armstrong! True Love sailed 

mostly on the Eastern coast of the US in her younger 

years and then in the USVI for over 40 years. Her home 

port is in Watkins Glen, New York where she entertains 

many happy passengers on Seneca Lake in the heart of 

the Finger Lakes. 



 

VIRGINIA 
Homeport: Norfolk, VA 
Sparred Length: 126ft 
Captain: Erik Lohse 
 
Launched in 2004, Virginia, a wooden 122-foot gaff 

topsail knockabout, was designed by Peter Boudreau and 

built by Tri-Coastal Marine in Norfolk. She is a replica of 

the last sailing pilot schooner in use on the Chesapeake 

Bay. She is a living symbol of Virginia’s historic maritime 

past and is used to promote educational and economic 

programs for the Commonwealth of Virginia.  

She placed second in her class in 2005 on corrected 

time. In 2017 she won her class, setting the current 

record time of 11 hours, 1 minutes and 41 seconds. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WINDFALL II 
Homeport: Ocracoke, NC 
Sparred Length: 39.5ft 
Captain: Rob Temple 
 
The schooner Windfall II is a Hermann Lazy Jack 32 

formerly named Tickle Me Quickly. She is owned and 

skippered by Rob Temple, who purchased her in April to 

replace his original Windfall, which he had owned and 

operated in the day charter business since 1985. Rob 

sailed in the 2008 GCBSR and took third place in class C 

with the old Windfall and is returning this year with the 

same crew on Windfall II (which took second place in 

class C in 2000). 

 

WOODWIND 
Homeport: Annapolis, MD 
Sparred Length: 74ft 
Captain: Ken & Jen Kaye 

 

Woodwind and Woodwind II are identical 74-foot, wooden 

schooners that can accommodate up to 48 passengers 

each. These staysail rigged schooners offer varied sailing 

options - 2-hour public cruises, fun specialty cruises, and 

private events. All cruises depart from the Annapolis 

Waterfront Hotel in historic downtown Annapolis and sail 

into the scenic Chesapeake Bay. Woodwind II was 

featured in the movie “Wedding Crashers” as Christopher 

Walken’s character’s private sailing yacht. Woodwind is 

the schooner that does the race every year, since she is 

the one with accommodations down below for 8 crew and 

4 paying guests. She took first in class A and first overall 

on corrected time in 1995, 2003, 2004, 2012,and 2015. 

This will be Woodwind's 27th Schooner Race, all done in 

consecutive years! 



History 
Schooner racing on the Chesapeake Bay is rooted in the trade 

rivalry between Baltimore, Maryland, at the northern end of the 

Bay, and Portsmouth/Norfolk, Virginia, at the southern end. The 

fastest sailing vessels delivered goods and people to their 

destinations and often garnered the best price for their cargo by 

beating slower schooners into port. Over the years, commercial 

schooner designs evolved for the bay’s routes, taking into 

consideration shallow waters, local crops and regional needs, with 

speed being a primary concern to beat competitively loaded vessels 

into port. These schooners also played a critical role in our nation’s 

early wars. While there are no cargo-hauling schooners now 

working the Bay, there are a considerable number of schooners still 

in use as cruising vessels and privately owned boats. 

In 1988, when the City of Baltimore launched her flagship modeled 

on those earlier vessels, Captain Lane Briggs of the Tugantine 

Norfolk Rebel – the world’s only sail-powered schooner-rigged tugboat – challenged Pride of 

Baltimore II to a race from Baltimore to Norfolk, reviving an historic rivalry between schooners, 

captains and cities on the Bay. With the challenge accepted, the Great Chesapeake Bay Schooner 

Race (GCBSR) was born. 

In 1990, a weekend in October was set aside for what had become an annual event, and yacht clubs 

at the northern and southern ends of the race volunteered to support the schooners and crews in 

their efforts. 

Over the 30 years of the Great Chesapeake Bay Schooner Race, there have been some incredible 

races with schooners going to the wire to win. Harsh weather conditions in some of the races have 

tested the mettle of the vessels, crews and captains. As many as 56 schooners have signed up for a 

single race, and more than 195 – with vessels from as far away as California, England and Australia 

– have enjoyed the fall race on the Bay. The 2017 race was the fastest race in this long series. With 

strong following winds, several schooners set new records for both elapsed and corrected time. The 

schooner Virginia set a new time to beat of 11 hours, 1 minutes and 41 seconds, beating the 

previous record that she set in the 2007 GCBSR. 

With the growth of the event and the resulting focus on these vintage sailing craft, the organizers 

and sponsors elected soon after the start of the event to maximize the value of the race in very 

special ways. The race brings focus to the maritime traditions of schooners on the Chesapeake and 

brings attention to the environmental issues facing the Chesapeake. All net proceeds of the race are 

donated to support youth education and other efforts aimed at saving the bay. This is why the Great 

Chesapeake Bay Schooner Race is proud to say that we are “Racing to Save the Bay!” 

 



About the GCBSR 
The Great Chesapeake Bay Schooner Race begins in Baltimore, Maryland, and ends 118 nautical 

miles down the Chesapeake Bay in Norfolk, Virginia.  It is a fun race full of good camaraderie, tall 

tales, and lasting friendships. However, the GCBSR is not just a race, it is a fundraising event for a 

very good cause! The GCBSR is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization, founded to promote education 

and public awareness of the Chesapeake Bay’s maritime heritage and encourage the preservation 

and improvement of the Chesapeake’s natural resources and its maritime heritage. Proceeds from 

the Great Chesapeake Bay Schooner Race support local non-profits in the two areas where we 

celebrate the race, Baltimore/Annapolis and Portsmouth/Norfolk. Local organizations are sought 

out whose mission aligns with ours. To date, more than $172,628 has been donated to :

• Chesapeake Bay Foundation 

• Oyster Recovery Project 

• Portsmouth Riverkeepers 

• Elizabeth River Project 

• Sail Baltimore 

• Newport News Maritime Museum 

• Nauticus  

and other like-minded organizations on and around the Bay. If you have a needy organization in 

mind, we’d love to hear your suggestion! 

Education 
Wednesday and Saturday of Race Week 

The Great Chesapeake Bay Schooner Race 

(GCBSR) education program brings young 

people living near the Bay on board 

schooners for a unique and exciting 

experience.  

The students enjoy hands-on lessons 

perpetuating the mission of the race: to 

promote public awareness of the 

Chesapeake Bay’s maritime heritage and 

encourage the preservation and 

improvement of the Chesapeake’s natural 

resources. We entrust these students to be 

the stewards of the Chesapeake Bay and the schooner fleet for the next generation. 

This is a hands-on program that is conducted at both ends of the Bay. On Wednesday, students 

from Baltimore meet the schooners before the race and get a chance to climb on board and 



participate in activities on the vessel, talk with the captain and crew about their life on board and 

learn about schooner history both on the Chesapeake and around the world.  This year for the first 

time the students will be able to spend a few hours sailing on a schooner – this is sometimes a life 

changing experience.  

After the schooners race down the Bay, they are joined by students in Norfolk. All of the students 

tour some of the schooners and learn about the Chesapeake Bay, ecology and maritime history.  

Many of the schooners have well developed programs with professional educators that make these 

vessels very effective learning platforms. Although all of the vessels racing in the GCBSR are 

classified as schooners, their forms, functions and designs are diverse. A Baltimore Clipper 

Privateer, an 18th-century sailing ship, was extremely versatile on the seas. She could engage 

enemy ships, seize their cargo, and cross an ocean all in one voyage. A Virginia Pilot Vessel was 

an early 20th-century sailing ship whose purpose was to send harbor pilots out to incoming ships as 

they entered the Chesapeake Bay. Her primary mission was to sail as fast as possible to get her 

pilots onboard the incoming vessels before any other ship could. 

An 18th-century Chesapeake Bay Pungy Schooner was designed to be a fast sailing cargo ship. Her 

lower freeboard made her cargo easy to quickly load and unload, which made her adept at carrying 

perishables such as seafood and produce. The differences in design of these and other schooners, 

although subtle to the untrained eye, become very much apparent as the students learn about the 

work schooners once accomplished on the Chesapeake Bay. 

Touring the schooners is, of course, the highlight, as the students walk the decks of sailing ships 

and interact with the crew and captains. They see the bunks where the crew sleeps and the galleys 

where chow is cooked. They get a feel of the layout of the main deck and sailing rig when they 

work together as crew to raise a sail. 

The lessons learned and the lasting impressions made on these young minds can only be gained 

first-hand aboard these historic vessels. The GCBSR thanks the schooners who contribute to this 

program. Having a better understanding of the Chesapeake Bay ecology and history will enable 

these students to keep schooners sailing on the Bay for generations to come. 

  



Our Donors 
GCBSR relies heavily on the selflessness and generosity of its many donors. The proceeds of the 

entry fees and the shirt sales for the race barely covers the cost of the race, even though the is an 

entirely volunteer run effort.   All the planning and preparations are time and effort donated by so 

many. Those organizations who have given of their time, resources and services in lieu of cash to 

make this race possible are indicated below by an asterisk after their name. 

Mainsail Donors ($1000+) 
Carol & Al Roper  •  F. Scott & Michele Ripley  •  Jack Ainslie  •  Joanie Thayer & 

Howdy Bailey  •  Sherman Gifford & Glenn Ayers  •  Town Point Yacht Club  •  

Anchorage Marina*  •  Crofton Diving & Construction*  •  Fells Point Yacht Club*  •  

Nauticus Foundation*  •  Polish Home Club*  •  Portsmouth Boat Club*  •  Ron Boone*  

•  Waterside District/Harbor Club*  •  Schooner Adventurer  •  Schooner True Love  •  

Tugantine® Norfolk Rebel in memory of Lane Briggs 

 

Foresail Donors ($500 - $999) 
Betty & George Treiber  •  Bill Mellen  •  Billie Lucky & Bill Wroton  •  Bobby's Portable 

Restrooms  •  Brenda & Wesley Moy  •  In Memory of BB Schenk  •  Melinda Ballard-

Gergory  •  Preston & Sherry Carraway  •  Thomas J. Donan in memory of Admiral   •  

Nancy Donan & Capt. Lane Briggs  •  Ali Baba Handwrought Jewelry*  •  American 

Rover*  •  Chesapeake Payment Systems*  •  Cobb's Marina*  •  Dodd RV*  •  Eastport 

Yacht Club*  •  M&B Shipcanvas Co*  •  Sail Baltimore*  •  Schooner Tom Bombadil 

 

Jib Donors ($250 - $499) 
Ann Kirk  •  Art Quarstrom  •  Beverly & Bill Ripley  •  Chesapeake Bank  •  Darlene 

Alexander  •  Eliot Pearl  •  Greta I Gustavson  •  In Memory of Mark Faulstick  •  John 

& Ruth Martin  •  Karen & Paul Krop  •  Leslie Friedman  •  Mid-Atlantic Chapter of 

American Schooner Association  •  Nan Nawrocki  •  Rainer Muhlbauer  •  Sallie 

Marchello & Tom Morehouse  •  Signature Canvas Makers  •  Stacy Spaulding  •  

TheJollyDolphin.com  •  Capt Linda Gunn*  •  Doyle Sails Virginia*  •  Micheal 

Fiorentino*  •  Norfolk Coffee & Tea*  •  Tanners Creek Whalers  •  Schooner Bonny 

Rover  •  Schooner Sea Hawk  •  Schooner Singing Gypsy  •  Schooner Summer Wind  

•  Schooner Woodwind 

NB.  All donors listed in no particular order.  
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Sea Fever 

I must go down to the seas again, to the lonely sea and the sky,  

And all I ask is a tall ship and a star to steer her by,  

And the wheel's kick and the wind's song and the white sail's shaking,  

And a grey mist on the sea's face, and a grey dawn breaking. 

I must go down to the seas again, for the call of the running tide  

Is a wild call and a clear call that may not be denied;  

And all I ask is a windy day with the white clouds flying,  

And the flung spray and the blown spume, and the sea-gulls crying. 

I must go down to the seas again, to the vagrant gypsy life,  

To the gull's way and the whale's way where the wind's like a whetted knife;  

And all I ask is a merry yarn from a laughing fellow-rover,  

And quiet sleep and a sweet dream when the long trick's over. 

-John Masefield (1878-1967) 

 

 


